[ TAKE NOTE ]

he 2005 ACSM/CLSA/NALS/WFPS

Conference in Las Vegas was, according to

the feedback we have had, an enjoyable and
successful event for the 2000 people who attended.
As with any event there were some glitches. However,
recognition of the good and the not-so-good will
help us to better prepare for the future.

Among the things we will be addressing for the
future is the introduction of our workshop and
session speakers to their audiences. I am not sure
why we haven’t done this in the recent past—or,
if it has ever been done during our national
conferences. To my knowledge, the issue has not
come to light previously, but that doesn’t mean
our speakers haven’t been concerned by it. It may
simply mean they accepted it as a given for our
conferences, and chose not to make an issue of
it. We plan to develop a process that will allow us
to have a sufficient number of “moderators” who
can provide appropriate introductions for our
speakers and who can be available to assist them
if problems arise during a presentation. The
leaders of our Member Organization and ACSM
Congress Delegates will be asked to participate,
but we will need others to volunteer also. I hope
that after reading this article some of you will
contact me about it (curtis.sumner@acsm.net).

The educational program oftered over 40
workshops targeted toward continuing education
credits for surveyors, along with more than two
dozen technical sessions. Weekend workshops
were also presented for surveying technicians.
AutoCarto reappeared in 2005, after several
years of dormancy, with 20 sessions and an open-
ing plenary.

The 2005 conference marked the first time
in quite a while that the annual national con-
ference held an opening plenary session.
Keynote speaker. Dr. John Hébert, Chief of the
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Geography and Map Division at the Library of
Congress, made a fantastic presentation.

Also new in 2005 was the format for the presen-
tation of scholarships, map competition awards,
and other awards. A room set up for 250 people
seemed to burst at the seams for the reception-
style program. Many of the students who received
scholarships were able to attend, as were some
of the winners of the ACSM-CaGIS Map Design
Competition, the NSPS Map/Plat Competition,
and the Journalism Awards. One of the most
heartwarming moments came during the pre-
sentation of the Earle J. Fennell Award when the
widow of David A. Woodward accepted on his
behalf. The Fennell Award is made for “outstand-
ing contributions to surveying and mapping edu-
cation.” The Awards presentation event continues
to evolve, and is becoming one about which we
can be extremely proud.

The Exhibit Hall provided attendees an oppor-
tunity to observe and speak with company rep-
resentatives about a wide array of products and
services. More that 70 exhibitors participated.
The annual Surveying Sports Competition, with
prizes sponsored by the exhibitors, was again a
success.

ACSM wishes to thank its partners in the 2005
conference for their assistance, support, and
leadership. The California Land Surveyors
Association (Dorothy Calegari, Executive Director),
the Nevada Association of Land Surveyors (repre-
sented by NSPS Area 9 Director, Brett Jefferson),
and the Western Federation of Professional
Surveyors (Ron Whitehead, Chairman) made sig-
nificant contributions to the success of the confer-
ence through their participation in the planning
process, and by providing a substantial number of
the attendees.

Please plan to join us for the 2006 conference
beginning with the NSPS Foundation Annual Golf
Tournament on April 20 in Orlando, Florida. The
conference facility is the Caribe Royale Resort,
which has a conference center onsite. The Florida
Surveying and Mapping Society plans to incorpo-
rate its spring workshop into our conference, and
we are talking with URISA about providing some
courses that will attract their members to our
conference, and provide expanded educational
opportunities to our typical attendees.

Thanks to all who helped to make the 2005 con-
ference successful. See you in Orlando! [
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